Sinonasal clear cell adenocarcinoma: a case report.
Nonsalivary adenocarcinomas are the most interesting tumors found in the sinonasal area. They are rare tumors arising from surface epithelium. The clear cell type of this tumor is even more rare. We present cytologic findings of clear cell sinonasal adenocarcinoma and related pitfalls. A 52-year-old woman presented with a left-cheek facial mass of 3-4 years' duration, with progressive enlargement, nasal discharge and discoloration of the lateral side of her left eye. Computed tomography was performed, revealing an expansile mass involving the nasal cavity, left maxillary sinus, ethmoid sinus with extension to sphenoid sinus, left side of oral cavity and left orbit. Fine needle aspiration performed through the upper buccogingival canine fossa showed clusters of epithelial cells with clear cytoplasm, round nuclei, inconspicuous nucleoli and slight pleomorphism. Some normal ciliated columnar epithelial cells are identified in the vicinity of neoplastic cells. The mass was reported to be a clear cell neoplasm, and excision of the whole mass was performed. Cytologic findings of this rare tumor overlap with those of salivary gland-type tumors with clear cell change and should be added to the list of head and neck tumors with clear cell change.